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Abstract—Quality-of-service (QoS) signaling protocols for mobile ad hoc networks (MANETs) are highly vulnerable to attacks.
In particular, a class of denial-of-service (DoS) attacks can severely
cripple network performance with relatively little effort expended
by the attacker. A distributed QoS signaling protocol that is
resistant to a class of DoS attacks on signaling is proposed. The
signaling protocol provides QoS for real-time traffic and employs
mechanisms at the medium access control (MAC) layer, which
serve to avoid potential attacks on network resource usage. The
key MAC layer mechanisms that provide support for the QoS
signaling scheme include sensing of available bandwidth, traffic
policing, and rate monitoring, all of which are performed in a
distributed manner by the mobile nodes. The proposed signaling
scheme achieves a compromise between signaling protocols that
require the maintenance of per-flow state and those that are completely stateless. The signaling scheme scales gracefully in terms
of the number of nodes and/or traffic flows in the MANET. The
authors analyze the security properties of the protocol and present
simulation results to demonstrate its resistance to DoS attacks.
Index Terms—Cross-layer design, denial-of-service (DoS),
mobile ad hoc networks (MANETs), quality-of-service (QoS)
signaling.

I. I NTRODUCTION

Q

UALITY-OF-SERVICE (QoS) provisioning for wireless
networks is becoming increasingly important as more
real-time applications migrate to the wireless environment.
Providing QoS in a mobile ad hoc network (MANET) is
especially challenging due to the node mobility, the lack of a
fixed infrastructure, the limitations of the wireless channel, and
the limited resources of the mobile nodes. Recently, several
QoS signaling protocols for MANETs have been proposed in
the research literature [1], [2]. However, these schemes were
not designed with security in mind and are highly vulnerable to
attacks, in particular, denial-of-service (DoS) attacks.
QoS signaling mechanisms can be categorized as reservation-based or reservation-less, depending on whether or not
the mechanism makes explicit reservations of network resources for traffic flows. Reservation-based mechanisms typi-
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cally require the maintenance of per-flow state, which limits
their scalability and makes them vulnerable to state table exhaustion, a well-known DoS attack. Reservation-less schemes
are scalable, but can be more vulnerable to other types of DoS
attacks such as flooding and overreservation of resources.
The main contribution of this paper is a cross-layer architecture for QoS signaling in MANETs, which provides resistance
to a class of DoS attacks. The proposed DoS-resistant QoS
(DRQoS) signaling scheme employs distributed rate control
to manage the bandwidth resources of the network, but does
not rely on the maintenance of per-flow state.1 In the DRQoS
scheme, each mobile node maintains a state table of bandwidth
reservations, which grows as a function of the number of neighbor nodes rather than the number of traffic flows traversing the
node. The DRQoS protocol provides QoS signaling on top of an
arbitrary MANET routing protocol and employs mechanisms at
the medium access control (MAC) layer for QoS provisioning
and resistance to attacks in conjunction with the signaling
protocol. The key MAC layer elements of the scheme consist
of estimating the available wireless bandwidth, traffic policing,
and rate monitoring, all of which are performed in a distributed
manner in the network.
The remainder of the paper is organized as follows.
Section II provides an overview of QoS signaling mechanisms
for MANETs and discusses the vulnerabilities of current QoS
schemes to DoS attacks. Section III describes the operation of
the proposed DRQoS signaling scheme. Section IV analyzes
the DoS resistance and scalability properties of the DRQoS
scheme. Section V presents ns-2 simulation results demonstrating the key properties of DRQoS. Finally, Section VI concludes
the paper.
II. Q O S S IGNALING IN MANET S
A number of approaches to providing quality-of-service in
MANETs have been proposed in the literature. Several QoS
schemes are designed as QoS extensions to MANET routing protocols such as Ad Hoc On Demand Distance Vector
(AODV) and Optimized Link State Routing Protocol (OLSR)
over a best effort MAC layer such as IEEE 802.11 DCF
(cf. [4]–[6]). Other QoS routing protocols are designed explicitly with some form of QoS support (cf. [7], [8]). Several QoS
routing protocols for MANETs assume a MAC layer based on
Time-Division Multiple Access (TDMA) (cf. [9], [10]). The
DRQoS protocol proposed in the present paper is closest in
1A
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spirit to the INSIGNIA [1] and Stateless Wireless Ad Hoc
Networks (SWAN) [2] protocols, which are QoS signaling protocols designed to operate above an arbitrary MANET routing
protocol with an underlying best effort MAC layer.
A. Stateful Versus Stateless QoS Signaling
The INSIGNIA protocol is a representative stateful or
“reservation-based” signaling scheme, whereas SWAN is a
stateless or “reservation-less” scheme. The INSIGNIA scheme
uses in-band signaling, whereby control information is piggybacked in the IP options field of the IP datagram. By
combining soft state with in-band signaling, INSIGNIA can
respond quickly to route breakages. However, the maintenance
of per-flow state information does not scale well with network
size and mobility and may not be feasible for typical mobile
devices, which are limited in terms of storage, battery life, and
computational power.
In the SWAN scheme, the source node probes a given route
to determine whether sufficient resources are available to support a new real-time flow. If enough bandwidth resources are
available along the path to the destination node, the source node
initiates data transmission for the real-time flow. Otherwise, the
source may probe another route, or it may reduce its own transmission rate to accommodate the amount of resources reported
by the bandwidth probe. In either case, no resources are explicitly reserved for the real-time flow. The source simply transmits
at the rate determined by the bandwidth probing phase.
B. Vulnerabilities of QoS Signaling
QoS signaling in MANETs introduces new vulnerabilities
that are not addressed by secure routing primitives (cf. [11]).
Attacks on routing are generally directed toward disrupting
network connectivity, whereas attacks targeted at QoS signaling need not affect connectivity. For example, a route that is
established by means of a secure routing protocol can still be
susceptible to attacks on QoS. If an attacker manages to
compromise the key needed for network authentication, it can
become part of a “secure” route. Such a node may comply with
a secure routing protocol, but at the same time attack and exploit
the signaling protocol.
Securing QoS signaling is challenging because some attacks
against signaling may be difficult to distinguish from legitimate
network congestion conditions or loss of connectivity. Attacks
on confidentiality, integrity, and accountability can be mitigated by appropriate cryptographic protection on QoS signaling
messages such as those based on digital signatures, message
authentication codes, etc. In this paper, we focus on attacks
that impact the availability objective. Attacks that target the
availability objective lead to DoS [12] by exploiting limited link
resources such as bandwidth and node resources such as energy,
memory, and CPU.
C. DoS Attacks on QoS Signaling
The proposed DRQoS protocol specifically addresses the
class of DoS attacks comprising flooding, overreservation, and
state table exhaustion. In general, these attacks are more damag-
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ing and are capable of being launched more easily in MANETs
than in wired networks. In the “flooding attack,” the attacker
sends traffic into the network at a rate higher than a “negotiated
rate.” For example, in INSIGNIA, the negotiated rate is the
reserved rate for the given traffic flow. In SWAN, the negotiated
rate is the rate returned by the network, which represents the
available bandwidth along a path in response to a bandwidth
request probe. A flooding attack expends the resources of the
network on illegitimate traffic, resulting in a DoS condition for
legitimate sources. One technique to mitigate flooding that is
used in wired networks is to trace back the attacker and cut off
the attack traffic as close to the source as possible. However,
tracing back an attacker in a MANET is not typically feasible
due to the node mobility.
In the “overreservation attack,” the sender reserves a transmission rate with the network that is much higher than the
rate at which it generates traffic. We remark that the overreservation attack is specific to reservation-based protocols such
as INSIGNIA. The SWAN protocol is not vulnerable to this
type of attack. An overreservation attack does not consume the
resources of the network, but locks out legitimate sources that
could make use of the unused bandwidth that has been reserved
by the attacker. This is a DoS condition that requires relatively
little effort for the attacker to create. The “state table exhaustion
attack” affects only reservation-based signaling schemes such
as INSIGNIA. The attacker causes the state table to be exhausted by issuing a large number of reservation requests to the
victim node. In MANETs, mobile devices are typically highly
constrained in terms of memory and can store only a limited
amount of state information. By consuming the memory and
computational resources of the victim node, the attacker causes
a DoS condition for other nodes that would otherwise use the
victim node in multihop routes.

III. S PECIFICATION OF DRQ O S
A. Overview
The DoS-resistant QoS signaling scheme aims to provide
QoS for real-time traffic while providing protection against
DoS attacks. The basic mechanism for DoS protection is a
rate control scheme that polices traffic flows in a distributed
manner. The DRQoS scheme avoids the storage of per-flow
state. In the DRQoS scheme, each node maintains state for each
active aggregate traffic stream between an input/output port
pair. The aggregate “in-out” traffic stream through a node may
consist of many individual traffic flows. However, a given node
is responsible only for policing the in-out traffic streams that
traverse the node. Therefore, the amount of state information
stored at each node is a function of the number of neighbor
nodes, rather than the number of flows traversing the node.
If an individual flow transmits above its assigned rate, it may
experience traffic policing from at least one of the intermediate
nodes on the associated path as a side effect of the control
mechanisms operating on an in-out stream basis.
Similar to SWAN [2], real-time traffic flows are established
by a protocol involving a bandwidth probing phase followed by
a data sending phase. We shall assume that real-time packets
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are scheduled with priority over best effort packets at a given
node. In addition, a mechanism must be in place to isolate realtime traffic from the effects of best effort cross-traffic. This
could be achieved with a QoS-based MAC [13], [14] or with
a local rate control mechanism for best effort traffic [2], [15]
if the underlying MAC provides only best effort service. In the
remainder of the paper, we shall focus on QoS provisioning and
DoS protection for real-time traffic.
B. State Table
DRQoS is a stateful protocol in the sense that a given node x
maintains state for aggregate traffic streams traversing node x
on an in-hop/out-hop basis, i.e., a state table entry is maintained
for each pair (i, j), where i and j denote one-hop neighbors of
the node x. The aggregate traffic generated by a set of flows
traversing the subpath {i, x, j} is referred to as an in-out stream
corresponding to (i, j). Node x maintains a record of the traffic
rate corresponding to each in-out stream traversing it. The total
number of state table entries is determined by the number of
active in-out streams, which is at most N (N − 1), where N
is the number of neighbors of the given node x. The number
of active in-out streams will typically be significantly smaller
than the number of individual flows traversing node x. By
avoiding the maintenance of per-flow state, DRQoS is much
less vulnerable to state table exhaustion attacks than protocols
such as INSIGNIA. On the other hand, by maintaining state
on an in-hop/out-hop basis, DRQoS is scalable with respect to
flows and can offer resistance to a class of DoS attacks that
would incapacitate other signaling protocols.
In the DRQoS state table, the (i, j)th entry records the
∗
corresponding to
following information: 1) assigned rate Rij
in-out stream (i, j), 2) counter Xij for the number of bits
that have arrived in the current measurement window, and
3) measured rate R̂ij from the previous measurement window.
Each DRQoS node is responsible for policing the in-out stream
∗
. The measured rate R̂ij is used to
(i, j) to the assigned rate Rij
perform rate adjustment, as will be discussed shortly.
C. Control Packets
Similar to the SWAN protocol, DRQoS consists of two
phases: 1) bandwidth probing phase and 2) data transmission phase. Two control messages are sent during the bandwidth probing phase: 1) bandwidth probe request (BPReq) and
2) bandwidth probe reply (BPRep). The BPReq packet contains
the source IP address, destination IP address, type of the message, flow ID, and requested data rate stored in the bottleneck
bandwidth (BB) field.
As in SWAN, to initiate a real-time flow along a given
route, the source node sends a BPReq packet to the destination.
Upon receiving a BPReq packet, an intermediate node along
the path from source to destination determines the “available
bandwidth” on its outgoing link (see Section III-E). If the
available bandwidth Aj on the outgoing link to the next hop
j is greater than the BB value stored in the BPReq packet, the
node forwards the packet to the next node (i.e., node j) on the
path. Otherwise, the node replaces the BB field of the BPReq

745

packet with the available bandwidth Aj and forwards the packet
to the next node. When the destination node receives the BPReq
packet, it copies the value of the BB field to the BB field of a
new BPRep packet. The BPRep packet is then sent back to the
source node using the reverse path.
Our scheme departs from SWAN in the processing of a
BPReq on the reverse path. Unlike SWAN, bandwidth probing
in DRQoS involves the manipulation of node state table information along a path. Upon receiving a BPRep message on the
reverse path, an intermediate node updates its state table using
the BB value stored in the BPRep packet and then forwards
the BPRep to the next node. The state table is updated in the
following way. Define the “in-hop” node i to be the next node to
which the BPRep will be sent. The “out-hop” node j is the node
from which the BPRep packet was received. First, the available
bandwidth Aj is checked. If the value of Aj is greater than or
equal to the BB value in the BPRep packet, the reservation of
bandwidth for the flow can proceed. Otherwise, the BB value
in the BPRep packet is overwritten with the (smaller) value Aj .
Next, if a state table entry for in-out stream (i, j) already exists,
i.e., the stream is active, the current BB value in the BPRep
packet is added to the reserved rate Rij , associated with the inout stream. If the stream (i, j) was previously inactive, a state
table entry is created with an assigned rate value Rij , set equal
to the BB value of the BPRep packet. Then, the BPRep packet
is forwarded to the next node on the reverse path (i.e., node i).
Finally, when the BPRep packet reaches the source node, the
source establishes the real-time flow based on the value of the
BB field.
D. Distributed Rate Control
The DRQoS protocol includes a distributed rate control
mechanism consisting of two components: 1) traffic policing
and 2) rate monitoring and adjustment. Traffic policing ensures
that a real-time in-out stream traversing a given node does not
exceed the rate recorded in the state table. Rate monitoring and
adjustment implements a “use it or lose it” policy for realtime in-out streams, whereby the rate of an in-out stream is
measured and compared with the assigned rate recorded in
the state table. If the measured rate is lower than the reserved
rate by a sufficient margin, the reserved rate is decreased by a
certain factor.
Traffic policing for an in-out flow can be accomplished
by means of a sliding window or a leaky bucket mechanism
∗
denotes the assigned rate for
(cf. [16]). As defined above, Rij
in-out stream (i, j). The actual rate that is used to police the
∆
∗
, where 0 < γ ≤ 1 is a
traffic stream is defined by R̃ij = γRij
reduction factor defined by


Cj
∆
,1
(1)
γ = min
Rj∗
where Cj is the estimated link capacity (see Section III-E) and
Rj∗ is the aggregate assigned rate for out-hop j defined by
Rj∗ =
∆


i

∗
Rij
.

(2)
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Reducing the assigned rate Rij by the factor γ ensures that the
∗
over all in-hops i does not exceed
sum of the policed rates Rij
the estimated link capacity Cj . The in-out stream (i, j) can be
∗
and a bucket size
policed by a leaky bucket with leak rate Rij
B, which allows for some delay variation tolerance. Packets
∗
, B) would either be
that are in violation of the parameters (Rij
dropped immediately, marked as low priority (i.e., best effort),
or delayed to force conformance to the leaky bucket parameters.
The rate monitoring function measures the traffic rate of a
given in-out stream over a time interval T̂ . Rate monitoring
could be accomplished by keeping a counter of the total number
of bits arriving on an in-out stream over the period T̂ . As each
new packet arrives on a given in-out stream (i, j), a counter
Xij is incremented by the size of the packet in bits. After the
time period of T̂ elapses, as indicated by expiry of a time,
the measured rate R̂ij is simply computed as R̂ij = Xij /T̂ .
If the measured traffic rate R̂ij is less than the assigned in∗
by more than a certain percentage pd , then the
out rate Rij
∗
is decreased by a factor 1 − αpd , where
assigned in-out rate Rij
α ∈ (0, 1) is a design parameter. This is one aspect of the “rate
adjustment” step. If the assigned traffic rate for an in-out stream
is decreased below a threshold rmin , then the in-out stream is
removed from the state table, i.e., it is treated as inactive.
Congestion occurring on an outgoing link is indicated by a
large queue size associated with an output port. Such congestion can be alleviated by decreasing the assigned rates for all
in-out streams destined to the output port by a factor 1 − β,
where β ∈ (0, 1) is a design parameter. This is another aspect of
rate adjustment, whereby congestion is alleviated by an explicit
adjustment of the assigned rates for in-out streams destined to
the congested output port.
E. Available Bandwidth Estimation
In the DRQoS scheme, each node is responsible for estimating the available bandwidth on its local outgoing link. For a
given node, let Aj and Cj denote, respectively, the available
bandwidth and link capacity on the outgoing link associated
with out-hop j. Let Rj∗ be the aggregate assigned rate for all
in-out streams destined for out-hop j, as defined in (2). Ideally,
the sum of the assigned in-out stream rates and the available
bandwidth on link j should equal the capacity of link j; i.e., the
following equation should hold in principle:
Rj∗ + Aj = Cj .

(3)

In practice, the quantities Aj and Cj can be estimated through
traffic measurements. Unlike a wired network, link capacities
in an ad hoc network are not known a priori and frequently
change dynamically due to node mobility and the time-varying
conditions of the wireless channel.
Recall that during the bandwidth probing phase (of both
SWAN and DRQoS), the source node of a flow sends a BPReq
packet along a given path to the destination node. The BPReq
packet contains a requested bandwidth value stored in the BB
field. Each intermediate node is then responsible for determining whether or not sufficient bandwidth is available on the local
outgoing link to support the new flow request. In SWAN, the

available bandwidth Aj on an outgoing link j is measured
directly. However, in DRQoS, the link capacity Cj is measured
and the “available bandwidth” is defined by
∆

Aj = max{0, Cj − Rj }.

(4)

In DRQoS, (4) is used by the intermediate node to determine the
value that should be recorded in the BB field of a BPReq packet
in transit. This definition of Aj explicitly takes into account
the amount of bandwidth that has been reserved for (and used
to police) the in-out streams passing through out-hop j. This
approach eliminates the problem of “false admission” in the
SWAN scheme and avoids the need for the explicit congestion
notification (ECN) and the timer-based regulation mechanisms
employed in SWAN [2].
In the context of DRQoS, the link capacity Cj represents
the total amount of consumed and available bandwidth for
transmission over link j, taking into account medium access
contention on the wireless channel. Estimation of Cj depends
on the type of MAC layer used in the network. For the IEEE
802.11 DCF MAC layer, the link capacity can be estimated by
considering the throughput for a successful packet transmission
defined by (cf. [17], [18])
T =

S
tr − ts

(5)

where S is the size of the packet in bits, ts is the time at
which the packet enters the MAC layer queue, and tr is the
time at which the corresponding ACK is received. Clearly,
the per-packet throughput T is an increasing function of the
packet size S. To make the per-packet throughput measurement
independent of packet size, it can be normalized with respect to
a predefined standard packet size as proposed in [18]. To obtain
meaningful estimates of link capacity, per-packet throughput
measurements should be smoothed over a suitably defined
packet window [17], [18]. An alternative approach to estimating
link capacity in an ad hoc network is proposed in [15], where
the concept of fraction of air time (FAT) is introduced. In the
context of DRQoS, the link capacity Cj is equivalent to the sum
of the consumed and residual FAT for link j as defined in [15].
IV. D O S R ESISTANCE OF DRQ O S
In this section, we analyze the DRQoS protocol’s resistance
to the flooding, overreservation, and state table exhaustion
attacks. We do not specifically address attacks directed against
the lower layers of the protocol stack, e.g., routing protocol attacks, MAC layer attacks, and physical layer jamming.
Further, we focus only on real-time sessions requiring QoS.
In particular, we do not address the DoS problem for best
effort traffic.
We define a node to be “DRQoS compliant” if it follows
the DRQoS protocol as specified in Section III. Any DoS
attack will be stopped at the closest DRQoS-compliant node
downstream from the attacker. Hence, the DoS attack scenarios
can be reduced to the situation shown in Fig. 1, which consists
of a malicious node X and a one-hop neighbor node o that is
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Fig. 2. Flooding attack.
Fig. 1.

General attack scenario.

DRQoS compliant. Node o maintains an entry (X, Z) in its
state table for the aggregate traffic from its neighboring node
X and destined for its neighbor node Z. The traffic originating
from node X has an associated rate RX . The traffic arriving
from the nodes upstream from node X has an aggregate rate
RU . The aggregate traffic from node X has rate RU + RX .
A. Real-Time Flooding
Perhaps the simplest violation of the DRQoS signaling protocol is for the source node to send traffic without first initiating
the bandwidth probing phase. In this scenario, the source node’s
DRQoS-compliant neighbor, say node I1 , simply drops (or
marks as low priority) all traffic from the source node due
to the lack of a state table entry corresponding to the source
node. Note that the SWAN protocol is susceptible to this attack
because no state information is stored at intermediate nodes.
Under SWAN, the source node would cause a DoS condition
for all other traffic flows passing through node I1 .
Even if the source node issues a proper BPReq packet, it
could ignore the negotiated rate returned in the BPRep packet
and send at a higher rate. In Fig. 2, the source node S1 sends at
a rate RS1 that exceeds the negotiated rate RS∗ 1 . The DRQoScompliant node I1 maintains a state table entry for the traffic
stream originating at S1 and polices the outgoing traffic at
the negotiated rate. Thus, other nodes downstream from I1 are
insulated from the flooding attack of node S1 . Many variations
of the flooding attack are possible, but in each case, the first
DRQoS-compliant node on the path of a flooding attack will
effectively quench the attack.

Fig. 3. Overreservation attack.

Fig. 4. State table exhaustion attack.

B. Overreservation Attack
The overreservation attack and the corresponding DRQoS
response is summarized in Fig. 3. Here, the attacking node S1
sends at a rate RS1 that is far below its negotiated rate RS∗ 1 . The
DRQoS-compliant node I1 detects the mismatch between the
measured rate of the traffic stream and reduces the negotiated
rate RS∗ 1 until it matches the actual traffic rate RS1 . This frees
the otherwise wasted bandwidth on the outgoing link from
node I1 for other flows to use in the future. Variations of the
basic overreservation attack are possible, but as in the flooding
attacks, the first DRQoS-compliant node downstream from the
attacking node will prevent a DoS condition from arising due to
the overreservation.

Fig. 5. Topology for flooding attack.

C. State Table Exhaustion Attack
Fig. 4 depicts the basic state table exhaustion attack.
Here, the attacker node S1 issues BPReqs for multiple flows
f1 , . . . , fM . The DRQoS-compliant node I1 creates only a
single state table entry for the aggregate stream (S1 , I2 ) =
f1 + · · · + fM . In the worst case, the attacking node S1 can
cause N − 1 state table entries to be created in node I1 , where
N is the number of one-hop neighbors of I1 . The value of N
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Fig. 6. Flooding attack that does not cause network congestion.

is typically a small number in MANETs, e.g., N = 10. In a
variation of this attack, node S1 could spoof the identities of its
neighbor nodes, thus causing the creation of N (N − 1) state
table entries in node I1 , one for each possible in-out traffic
stream traversing node I1 . If N = 10, then 90 state table entries
would be created, which should be well within the storage and
computational capabilities of modern mobile devices.
V. S IMULATION R ESULTS
The DRQoS protocol was implemented and evaluated in the
ns-2 network simulation environment [19]. We present three
simulation scenarios: two involving flooding attacks and the
third involving an overreservation attack. In the flooding attack
scenario, the performance of DRQoS is compared with that of
the SWAN protocol.2 The network topology shown in Fig. 5
has been used to simulate flooding attacks. Each wireless link
consists of two nodes, which are 200 m away from each other.
The wireless radio transmission range is set to 250 m.
A. Flooding Attacks
In the first flooding scenario, two traffic flows are established
in the network: 1) flow f1 along a path from S0 → D5 and
2) flow f2 along a path from S1 → D6 . Node S0 negotiates
a rate of 150 kbps for flow f1 and begins sending traffic on flow
f1 at a rate of 150 kbps at time t = 1.5 s. Node S1 negotiates
a rate of 200 kbps for flow f2 and starts sending traffic on flow
f2 at time t = 4.5 s with a rate of 200 kbps. At time t = 12.5 s,
node S1 doubles its transmission rate to 400 kbps. Under the
SWAN protocol, all of the intermediate nodes I2 , I3 , and I4
2 An ns-2 code implementation of the SWAN protocol is available at
http://www.comet.columbia.edu/swan/sourcecode.html.

forward the traffic from node S1 , as shown in the top graph of
Fig. 6. In this case, the flooding attack causes the intermediate
nodes to waste their battery and bandwidth resources. As shown
in the bottom graph of Fig. 6, under DRQoS, the flooding attack
from flow f2 is stopped at node I2 , which polices the flow to the
original rate negotiated by source node S1 , i.e., 200 kbps. Here,
the downstream nodes I2 , I3 , and I4 are effectively insulated
from the flooding attack.
In the second flooding scenario, we assume the network
topology of Fig. 5, but the link capacities are set to 600 kbps,
and a new flow, f3 , is added. Flow f3 is established from
node S7 to node D6 at a negotiated rate of 250 kbps and
begins transmission at time t = 9 s. Under SWAN, as long
as flow f2 does not exceed its negotiated rate, no congestion
occurs in the network. The total rate of the real-time traffic on
link I3 − I4 equals the capacity of 600 kbps. However, when
node S1 doubles its transmission rate to 400 kbps, network
congestion occurs. The total rate of the incoming traffic to link
I3 − I4 equals 800 kbps, but the link capacity is only 600 kbps.
To deal with network congestion SWAN employs an ECN
mechanism [2] wherein a node that experiences congestion
(I3 in this case) marks the congestion experienced (CE) bit
in the IP header of every packet that belongs to a randomly
chosen flow traversing the congested node. Once the destination
node receives a packet with the CE bit set, it sends a special
“regulate” control message to the source of the marked flow,
which forces the source to reestablish its congested flow. In the
simulated scenario, flows f1 and f3 are legitimate, whereas flow
f2 is malicious. Thus, the probability of forcing a legitimate
flow to reestablish its session is 2/3, whereas the probability of
forcing the malicious flow to reestablish is 1/3. As shown in the
top graph of Fig. 7, the legitimate flow f3 was forced to reestablish its real-time flow. Inasmuch as the link’s capacity cannot
support the new request of S7 , f3 cannot be reestablished as a
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Flooding attack that causes network congestion.

real-time flow and thus is demoted to a best effort traffic flow
with lower priority.
Under DRQoS, however, node I2 polices the malicious flow
f2 at its negotiated rate, such that congestion does not occur,
because the I3 − I4 link has a capacity of 600 kbps. Thus,
none of the traffic flows traversing node I3 is affected by the
flooding attack of flow f2 . This is indicated in the bottom graph
of Fig. 7, which shows the traffic on the I3 − I4 link. Two
state table entries are maintained at node I3 , one for the stream
(I2 , I4 ), which corresponds to the sum of flows f1 and f2 ,
and one for the stream (S7 , I4 ), which corresponds to flow f3 .
Observe that the aggregate rate of stream (S2 , I4 ) is limited to
350 kbps, whereas the rate of stream (S7 , I4 ) is maintained at
250 kbps. Unlike the case of SWAN, flow f3 is not affected by
the malicious behavior of flow f2 .
B. Overreservation Attacks
To demonstrate DRQoS’s ability to address overreservation
attacks, we simulate the network topology shown in Fig. 8.
In this scenario, three source nodes, S1 , S2 , and S3 , intend
to establish traffic flows at the negotiated rates 150, 500, and
300 kbps, respectively. All the sources wish to send their
traffic to the D4 destination node. As in the previous network topology, each wireless link connects two nodes that are
200 m away from each other. The link capacities are all assumed
to be 600 kbps. Source S2 begins transmitting at time t = 1 s.
Node S2 negotiates a rate of 500 kbps of network bandwidth
and initially acts legitimately by sending at the negotiated rate.
However, at t = 4 s, node S2 lowers its transmission rate to
100 kbps, thus performing an overreservation attack. Now
suppose that node S1 initiates a request to establish flow f1 at
time t = 8 s, and node S3 issues a request to establish flow
f3 at time t = 12.5 s. If node I3 does not implement the rate

Fig. 8. Topology for overreservation attack.

adjustment mechanism of DRQoS, both flows f1 and f3 would
be rejected, as indicated in the top graph of Fig. 9.
DRQoS is able to counteract the overreservation attack via
rate monitoring and rate adjustment. In the above scenario,
when node S2 lowers its transmission rate to 100 kbps, the rate
monitoring mechanism at node I3 detects the change and lowers
the reserved rate for stream (S2 , D4 ) to the actual transmission
rate of 100 kbps. Thus, the bandwidth that was overreserved
by node S1 is made available for other nodes. As a result, the
bandwidth requests of sources S1 and S3 are accepted under
DRQoS, as shown in the bottom graph of Fig. 9.
VI. C ONCLUSION
We have proposed DRQoS: a QoS signaling protocol for
MANETs that is resistant to a class of DoS attacks. The DRQoS
protocol employs rate monitoring and traffic policing at the
MAC layer to support QoS signaling on top of an arbitrary
ad hoc routing protocol. The DRQoS protocol requires each
node to maintain state information for each aggregate in-out
traffic stream traversing an input–output pair, as opposed to
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Fig. 9. Overreservation attack.

every flow, thus making the scheme more scalable. Each node
performs traffic policing and rate monitoring/adjustment functions on each in-out stream to prevent DoS conditions. The
protocol provides resistance to flooding, overreservation, and
state table exhaustion while providing QoS to real-time traffic
and service differentiation between real-time and best effort
traffic. Simulation results from the ns-2 implementation of
the proposed DRQoS protocol confirm the ability of DRQoS
to provide resistance against flooding and overreservation attacks. The DRQoS protocol could be an important component in an overall architecture to provide security and QoS
in MANETs.
The restriction to aggregate in-out streams makes DRQoS
scalable and resistant to state table exhaustion attacks. However, if the number of flows traversing a DRQoS node is small,
it may be advantageous for the node to perform per-flow traffic
management to provide more fine-grained security and QoS. As
the number of flows increases, flow state could be aggregated
dynamically to conserve memory. More generally, a set of flow
aggregates could be managed by a DRQoS node to provide
different granularities of security and QoS in a dynamic fashion
as memory and computational resources allow.
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